Welcome to the 18th International Magnesium Symposium. It is a pleasure to host this
meeting at the Research Institute of the McGill University Health Centre in Montreal. This
is the first time the symposium takes place in Canada and hopefully not the last. We look
forward to welcoming you back to future meeting in our beautiful country. Over the past
ten years there has been enormous progress in the field of magnesium research. This
symposium highlights the latest discoveries in the field, presented by the world experts.

The 18" International Magnesium Symposium focuses on ‘molecular mechanisms and
clinical implications’ and includes sessions on cellular homeostasis, TRP and cation
channels, pathophysiology, immunomodulation, metabolism and therapeutic strategies.
We are extremely honoured to welcome Prof Guy Rutter, Dept of Medicine, University of
Montreal and Principal Scientist Research Institute of the University of Montreal Health
Centre, who will open the symposium.

With participants from over 13 countries, including students, post doctoral fellows, early
career researchers and senior investigators, the symposium offers an international
platform for networking, discussion, brainstorming and connections and facilitates
opportunities for new collaborations and friendships.

We are extremely fortunate to have received support from the Jain Foundation, Magtein,
Targets in Toxicology (Research Training Group), Better You, CMER (Center for
Magnesium Education & Research, VERLA-PHARM, Gesellschaft fur Magnesium. Such
commitment is truly appreciated and provides opportunities for trainee awards, special
sessions and social events. My sincere thanks for the generous support.

| would like to thank Ms Nathalie Letrillard-Spinelli, the organising committee and staff of
the RI-MUHC for making the symposium a reality, and to you the participants for joining
us for an exciting and stimulating symposium of cutting edge magnesium research.

Beyond the science, please enjoy the beautiful city of Montreal — from spectacular parks
to fine dining and many cultural activities.

Wishing you a stimulating, enjoyable and productive Symposium.

/Z(AA'OUIL'

/ Rhian M Touyz MBBCh, PhD, FRSE, FRCP, FRSC, FMedSci



